
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

PERMITTING QUESTIONS: 

Q: Do I need a permit for a fence? 

A: Yes, you need a zoning compliance permit.   

Q: What permits do I need for a deck? 

A: You need a zoning compliance permit and a building permit.   

Q: What permits do I need for a prefabricated yard barn or steel carport? 

A: You need a zoning compliance permit.  If the structure is 200sf or more, then 

you also need a building permit. 

Q: What permits do I need for a swimming pool: 

A:  You need a zoning compliance permit.  If the pool is over 24” deep then you 

also need a building permit. 

Q: Do I need a permit to re-roof my house? 

A: If you are only tearing off and replacing the shingles then you don’t need a 

permit.  If you are replacing any structural components such as framing, decking, 

sheeting, trusses, or rafters, then you need a building permit. 

Q: Do I need a permit to re side my house? 

A: Only if you are replacing structural components such as framing members or 

sheeting.   

Q: Do I need a permit to replace windows? 

A: Only if you are altering the opening to make it bigger.  If you alter an existing 

opening to accommodate a larger window or frame in a new opening for a patio 

door, etc.   

Q: How do I know if I need a building permit? 

A: Best bet is to call your township Building Official.  He/she can best advise you if 

you need a permit 

 based on the scope of work to be done.  

 



Q: How do I obtain the permit applications I need for my project? 

A: All applications are available in the vestibule of the township office building and 

also on the Silver Creek Township website.  Please complete the application and 

submit it to the building and zoning department for review.   

Q: What are the benefits of the permitting process? 

A: The permitting process does all of the following: 

1. Creates a trackable history of what work has been done on a property 

2. Creates a trackable history of who has performed work on the property 

3. Protects both buyer and seller when property ownership is transferred. 

4. When permits are issued, and work is inspected, it ensures the work meets 

the minimum standards of safety and quality, as determined by state law. 

5. Gives seller the right to say that all work done was inspected and approved 

when property is listed for sale, which in turn inspires confidence for a 

potential buyer. 

6. Helps to avoid potential problems during the sale of the property. 

7. Establishes accountability for work done, in case a problem does arise. 

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 

Q: As a homeowner, can I pull my own permits? 

A:  You may pull homeowner permits for all work you plan to do on your home so 

long as you are living there now, or plan to live there, once the work is complete.   

Q: Once I pull homeowner permits, may I hire others to do the work for me? 

A: Yes, you may act as your own general contractor but everyone you hire must 

hold a valid Michigan contractor’s license for the work proposed.  You cannot 

legally pull permits and then hire unlicensed contractors to do work for you.  That 

is called circumventing the licensing act.  

Q: May I hire a contractor who is licensed in another state to do work on my property in 

Michigan? 

A: No, any contractor who does work in Michigan must hold a valid Michigan 

contractor’s license. 

Q: What if a licensed Michigan contractor asks me to pull a homeowner permit, should I do 

it? 

A: No, whoever pulls the permit is legally responsible for the work done.  If you 

pull the permit, and then have a problem with the work or the contractor, then it 

immediately becomes a civil matter.  If the contractor pulls the permit, that allows 

me to be of more help, if you need it.  

 



Q: What if I buy a house to flip it? 

A:  If you plan to flip a house, then you should read Public Act 299 of 1980 Article 

24.  You can pull the building permit, and do that work yourself, but all electrical, 

plumbing, and mechanical work must be done by contractors licensed in Michigan 

and they must each pull their own permit for the work they will be doing, and call 

for inspections.  The act also limits you to 2 of 3 activities on the same property in 

one calendar year.  For example, you may buy the property and fix it up in 2020 

but you can’t sell it until 2021, if you are not a licensed contractor yourself.   

 ZONING QUESTIONS 

Q: Is my lot buildable? 

A:  Most lots are buildable as long as you can meet the zoning requirements for 

the district in which the property lies.  You will need to provide a proposed site 

plan drawing showing all existing and proposed structures, with dimensions of all, 

and distance from property lines clearly marked for review by the Zoning 

Administrator to determine if your plans will meet the requirements for the zoning 

district.   

Q:  Can I build what I want on my property? 

A: A better question is:  What zoning restrictions apply to my property?  Silver 

Creek Township is a zoned community and as such, there are rules and restrictions 

on how a property can be developed. If you can meet all of the requirements that 

pertain to the zoning district in which your property lies, then you can build what 

you want on your property.    

Q: Can I place a yard barn or build a garage, pole barn, or other accessory structure on my 

vacant lot? 

A: No, there must be a primary structure on the property before any accessory 

structure can be added. 

Q: Can I camp on my vacant property? 

A: No, you must have access to the sanitary facilities of a primary structure on the 

property, in order to camp. 

Q: Can I camp on my property where my house is? 

A: Yes, as long as you have access to the sanitary facilities of your home, you may 

camp for up to 14 days, per calendar year. 

Q: My neighbor just built a deck, garage, house, etc. and it is blocking my view….what can I 

do about it? 

A: Nothing, your view is from property line to property line.  You do not own your 

neighbor’s property, therefore you do not own their view.  



Q:  Can I build a 2-story garage? 

A: No, your garage height is a maximum of 10’ measured from the garage floor to 

the top of the top plate.  The exceptions are a Mansford style roof or attic trusses 

which will allow a “bonus” room in the space created by the configuration of the 

roof trusses.  

Q:  Can I have a bathroom in my garage? 

A: Yes, but it must be on the ground level and can only be a toilet and 

sink/vanity.  No shower stalls or tubs are permitted. 

Q: Can I build a garage across the street from my house in waterfront district? 

A: Yes, as long as your lot across the street is continuous with the lot on which the 

primary structure is located.   

Q:  I already have an attached garage, can I now build a detached garage or pole barn on 

my property? 

A: Yes, however the square footage of your attached garage counts toward the 

maximum square footage allowed for accessory structures in the zoning district in 

which the property lies.  For example: in Waterfront District, the maximum square 

footage of accessory structures allowed is 1500, split between two structures.  So, 

if you have a 24 x 24 attached garage that equals 576 sf leaving 924 sf for another 

accessory structure.   This structure still must meet set-back requirements and 

total lot coverage restrictions.  

Q:  What are my options if I cannot meet the requirements of the zoning ordinance? 

A:  You can apply for a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals.  The application 

is only available from the Zoning Administrator and the cost for the hearing is 

$600 and is non-refundable.  There is no guarantee that your variance request will 

be granted.  The variance request can be granted as requested, denied as 

requested, or a lesser variance can be granted.   

 

 

 

 

 


